Lecture #17 – Royal Government

Summary
In this class we discuss royal government in colonial Latin America, introducing the formal institutions and offices that governed the Iberian world and examining the informal personal connections that undergirded this formal system and led to patronage, intrigue, and corruption.

Vocabulary

Luís de Velasco
João de Sousa
Hidalgos (aristocrats)
Letrados (lawyers)
Consejo de Indias (Council of Indies)
Viceroyalties
Audiencias
Oidores
Provincial Districts
Cabildo
Conselho Ultramarino (Overseas Council)
Relação (High Court)


Outline
Prologue: Bureaucracy as a Story of People: The Petitions of Luís de Velaso and João de Sousa

Royal Government in Spanish America: Formal Institutions and Offices
	Conciliar System at Home: The King and his Councilors
		Letrados (Lawyers) and Aristocrats (Hidalgos)
	Spanish Institutions: A Hierarchical Bureaucracy
		Consejo de Indias
		Viceroyalties
		Audiencias
		Provincial Districts
		Cabildo 
Portuguese Equivalents 
	Conselho Ultramarino (Overseas Council)
	Relação (High Court)
	
Beneath the Surface: An Informal System of Patronage and Corruption
	Cumbersome Nature of a Conciliar System
	Personal Networks of Patronage, Paternalism, and Corruption

Epilogue: The Rest of the Story: Responding to the Petitions of Luís de Velasco and João de Sousa
		
	
		
	 
